78                         TIME     RUNS     OUT
Luftwaffe, where art them ?
We can and will outbuild and outsmash these Nazis in
the air. Our planes will one day ground every Nazi plane.
That they will see and understand. But time presses
against us as it runs out. We have to have bases from
which to fly.
The English Channel itself is now not only open but
busy. The British coastwise operations are handling
millions of tons of shipping between English ports each
month, the chief relief for England's crowded railways,
much of this tonnage passing steadily through the English
Channel.
The British convoys come through flying a balloon
barrage. Then the shelling starts, Stukas come over, R.A.F.,
fighter escorts spin and twist in dizzy, headlong flight.
"Air activity in the Channel to-day,55 is flashed to the
world.
I drove to HelPs Corner on the cliff between Dover and
Folkestone, famous as the wheeling point for the Nazi
armadas, source of this news. The Golden Horn Inn, on the
crest, is the landmark. I wanted to see the correspondent
of the Daily Mail who is stationed there. He has a direct
wire to London over which he reports to the world every
activity in the Channel.
When you read in your newspaper, from 'Bombay to
Cincinnati, " Heavy action in the English Channel,55 " No
activity in the Dover Strait,53 etc., the chances are you are
looking through the eyes of tall, lank Edwin Tetlow or his
night relief. You are sitting in a little room on the second
floor of an old English inn, a bed in the corner and a tele-
phone on the table beside the door. The low ceiling propped
up, the floor uneven, the windows dull. Edwin Tetlow has
seen for you every fight in and over the Channel since the
day war began, expanding from this little cubicle to the
dimensions of the world.
Upstairs, there in the Golden Horn, it is hard to realize
that we who live now live at the climax in the centuries
of history accumulated between the cliffs of England and the
beaches of Calais from the days of Caesar.
" Take some tea," Tetlow says. " I hear you're going to
Finland. I'd like to swap. How about it ? Do you know